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Office of the Principal Commissioner of Customs (Preventive) 
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I. 71-19 04410 / File Number 

afTkRT / 
2. 

Order-in-Original No. 

3. RT tilftWpassed by 

4 

5. 

5. 

Date of Order/afTtgfia-tict) 

Date of issue / arrtgr 

DIN — 20220171MM000011161E 

VIII/ I 0-10 /ADC/Ot3sA/ 2021-2022 

08/Additional Commissioner/2021-22 

sit irotz  / Shri Mahavir Singh 
Chauhan 

aft:R airgau /Additional Commissioner, 

IfirfTW (nowt)/Customs (Preventive) 

'1I'1 -14 k /Jarnnagar. 

13.01.2022/ 

13.01.2022 
fi-qt 

tl.(U1WdTaft -I if 01410 7-4 F. No. VIII/10-10/ADC/O&A/2021-. 
2022 dated 07-01-2022 '110 

Show Cause Notice Number F. No. VIII/ 10-10/ADC/086A/2021-
& date 2022 dated 07-01-2022 

tftift 9T1:1/ 

6. Name of Noticee 

M/s. United Maritime Services LLC, 
UAE, through Shri Siddharth 
Sandeep Dhapre, Master of the MT 
SEA GOLDEN, (IMO No. 90363 13), 
anchored at Bhavnagar Anchorage. 
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02 

Te adz ThITLF cr% 'HA ct at% Th1ThRicto ;RR mtt 
This Order-in-Original is granted to the concerned free of charge. 

rff 3ff-big # tit? Tt4 gt arRzr mtvr eutp arrhr will-Pr CP i4 
ciiLkg t60 f47 at-47 tlirvtoca, 7t Jaci. IV ciii cWcif altff 418Lit 

3fT?fi:f #3. 31-61741-4K -380 009 # *1144 afttiU ZIZIT T-7 twirl( t I 
Any person being aggrieved by this order may file an appeal against 
this order before the Commissioner of Customs (Appeals), 7th floor, 
Mrudul Tower, Behind Time of India, Ashram Road, Ahmedabad-380 
009 within 60 days from the date of receipt of this order. 

03 34?f 3flitd 1417tzT RITET aff-tf4EPT, 1989 (NTT # I 1Tcl it/TRW WU VTR 
%ITT TIM ) an T. 0.50 TT fene .qjqtWi Mita 'FT1 # t7TWITt7 

Tci aitiM fl tr tic1ST rilfi IT1 tR rgigIc14 There affilf1117, 1870 t 
arlfraH 1TC 6 afffiTZ 50 ef# TT Qcoe r gicw thzha # *MT mirk 

The appeal should bear Court Fee Stamp of Rs. .50/- as provided 
under Indian Stamp Act, 1989, modified as may be by the State 
Legislation, whereas the copy of the order attached with this appeal 
should bear a Court Fee Stamp of Rs. 0.50 (Fifty Paisa only) as 
prescribed under Schedule - I, Item 6 of the Court Fees Act, 1870. 

04 aftihdttf *11-1-1 ntf re) / 1/4141  / afti n TT WV tiog T")' 3f- itfT 
W 3f1e4ZR, 1962 UM 129 tITTatIT9/ TT 31-1 1Trd7 91t eieut 

ai1:MTh-1 iSilikUr Wm 7r ticycal 
Proof of payment of duty / fine / penalty should also be attached with 
the appeal memo, failing to which appeal is liable for rejection for non-
compliance of the provisions of Section 129 of the Customs Act, 1962. 

05 %WIN ARP ctfl 74E176 IWO Th-tThctTNT W (314fra) AIR 1982 all7  
ITWETT (1,1)41u1i) itTTI, 1982 Tr411. (14-4 TT IF trdivnti 
While submitting the Appeal, the Customs (Appeals) Rules, 1982 and 
the CESTAT (Procedure) Rules, 1982 should be adhered to in all 
respects. 

rfr arrhrr i iaON) arri:PRafla artird cpa1:11: ,W
06  014 qr t3 t, artt  faqic t, Wri lam< Ill tg,*( t 

ragic Tci TTilt 7.5% ifs IFFR cN-if 'OTT I 

An appeal against this order shall lie before the Commissioner (Appeal) 
on payment of 7.5% of the duty demanded where duty or duty and 
penalty are in dispute or penalty, are in dispute or penalty, where 
penalty alone is in dispute. 
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BRIEF FACTS OF THE CASE: 

The facts leading to present adjudication are that M/s. Trans Tide 

Shipping Agency, Shreeji, 101, Plot No. 8/C, Opp. Bhagini Mandal Hospital. 

Bhavnagar — 364002 vide their letter dated 29.11.2021 submitted an intimation about 

arrival of a vessel namely MT Sea Golden (IMO No. 9036313) (hereinafter referred 

to as "the vessel") at Alang for breaking purpose. MIS. Trans Tide Shipping Agency 

(hereinafter referred to as "the agent") filed Prior IGM No. 2298011 dated 30.11.2021 

on behalf of Ws. United Maritime Services LLC, UAE (hereinafter referred to as "the 

owner of the vessel") for import of the vessel,declared as MT Sea Golden with IMO 

No. 9036313, at Alang for demolition. 

2. The vessel arrived at Bhavnagar Anchorageon 05.12.2021 and was 

boarded on 08.12.2021 by the boarding officer of the Custom House, Alang. Based 

on the intelligence the Vessel was boarded by the officers of Preventive team. 

Customs (Prey.) HQ, Jamnagar on 13.12.2021. During Inspection of the vessel a file 

having page no. 1 to 355 containing some old documents related to the vessel was 

found on the vessel. On examination of the documents retrieved, it was noticed that 

on some documents having stamp of the vessel, the name of the vessel was 

mentioned as 'Sea Golden', the IMO No. was mentioned as "8820119" and the 

GRT/NRT (Gross Registered Tonnage/Net Registered Tonnage) is mentioned as 

4995/2645". 

3. Further, on examination of the documents submitted under the prior 

IGM dated 30.11.2021, it was noticed that as per the last registry dated 30.09.2021 

submitted under the IGM. the name of the vessel changed from Liquid Era to Sea 

Golden under the flag Sao Tome on 30.09.2021, the IMO No. of the vessel is 

mentioned as '9036313" and GRT/NRT are mentioned as '4989/2720". Further, it 

was noticed that the documents of RUD-1 are of the date prior to 30.09.2021 and on 

these documents the name of the vessel is mentioned as "Sea Golden" and IMO No 

is mentioned as "8820119" and GRT/NRT is mentioned as 4595/2645. It appeared 

that the vessel was already plying with the name Sea Golden prior to 30.09.2021 
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(date of Name change Registry) and was using the IMO No. and GRT/NRT of some 

other vessel. 

4. Further, on examination of the Last Port Clearance Certificate No. 24 

dated 26.01.2021 (submitted under IGM) issued at Aden Port to the vessel, it was 

noticed that the name of the vessel is mentioned as Sea Golden under Panama 

Colors. the GRT/NRT of the vessel are mentioned as 4995/2645 and name of the 

Captain is mentioned as Assem Nawaz. It was noticed that the above particulars of 

the Port Clearance Certificate do not match with the particulars of the vessel 

mentioned in other documents submitted under IGM. Further, it was noticed that in 

the declaration of last 11 Ports of Call submitted under the IGM, the date of 

departure of the vessel from Aden Port is mentioned as 18.11.2021, however the 

date of the Port Clearance Certificate issued at Aden is 26.01.2021. Therefore, as 

various discrepancies were noticed in the last Port Clearance Certificate, it appears 

that the last Port Clearance Certificate submitted under IGM is fake and fabricated. 

5. On further inspection of the vessel, it was noticed that on both side 

at the top of the Bridge Room, the embossed IMO No. has been erased and the 

current declared IMO No. of the vessel "9036313", is written with paint. Therefore, it 

appeared that the tampering has done with the original IMO No. of the vessel. 

6. During the course of Investigation, statement of Shri Ajithkumar 

Sannasi, Third Officer of the Vessel was recorded on 13.12.2021. In the statement 

dated 13.12.2021 regarding Voyage/ Journey of the vessel, Shri Ajithkumar, stated 

that on 05.11.2021 they heaved up anchor in SHARJAH and dropped anchor at 

OPL, Karachi on 21.11.2021 and received some bunkers i.e. Diesel and some 

provisions at OPL Karachi. 

7. Further, on examination of the survey report submitted under IGM. it 

was noticed that 8.652 MTs of Diesel Oil was remaining on the vessel at Bhavnagar 

Anchorage and the Origin of the Diesel Oil received at Karachi OPL, which origin 

was not declared under the IGM. 

• 

• 
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8 Statement of Shri Surendra Singh was recorded on 14.12.2021. He 

was shown the last Post Clearance Certificate dated 26.01.2021 issued at Aden 

wherein the name of the captain is mentioned as "Assem Nawaz" and name of the 

vessel is mentioned as "Sea Golden" under the Panama color. On being asked he 

stated that he boarded the vessel on 28.02.2019 and at the time of his boarding in 

Feb-2019, the vessel was already using the name Sea Golden. However, on 

examination of the last Registry dated 30.09.2021 submitted under the (GM, it is 

noticed that the current name of the vessel i.e. Sea Golden came into existence on 

30.09.2021 under the Flag of Sao Tome. Further, on being asked about the name of 

the Captain i.e. Assem Nawaz, on the last Port Clearance Certificate dated 

26.01.2021, he stated that Assem Nawaz signed-off the vessel on 27.02.2019 and 

one of the old crew members on the vessel told him that Assem Nawaz was the 

Chief officer of the vessel, however he was also working as the Master of the vessel 

Further on being asked, Shri Surender told that after his signing-on the vessel on 

28.02.2019, Assem Nawaz never boarded the vessel again. Therefore, it appeared 

that the correct name of vessel and the captain are not mentioned on the last Port of 

Clearance Certificate dated 26.01.2021. Hence it appeared that the last Port 

Clearance Certificate submitted under IGM is fake and fabricated. 

9. Statement of Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh was recorded on 

14.12.2021. He was shown the last Post Clearance Certificate dated 26.01.2021 

issued at Aden wherein the name of the captain is mentioned as "Assem Nawaz" 

and name of the vessel is mentioned as "Sea Golden'. On being asked he stated 

that he boarded the vessel on 12.12.2019 and at the time of his boarding in Dec-

2019, the vessel was already using the name Sea Golden. However, on examination 

of the last Registry dated 30.09.2021 submitted under the !GM. it is noticed that the 

current name of the vessel i.e. Sea Golden came into existence on 30.09.2021 under 

the Flag of Sao Tome. Further, on being asked about the name of the Captain ie. 

Assem Nawaz, on the last Port Clearance Certificate dated 2601.2021, he stated 

that after his signing-on the vessel on 12.122019, Assem Nawaz never boarded the 

vessel. Therefore, it appears that the correct name of the vessel and the captain are 

not mentioned on the last Port of Clearance Certificate dated 26.01.2021. Hence it 
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appeared that the last Port Clearance Certificate submitted under IGM is fake and 

fabricated. 

10. During the course of investigation, statement of Shri Ahinder Haldar, 

Master of the Vessel was recorded on 14.12.2021. Shri AhinderHadar was shown 

the Last Port Clearance Certificate No. 24 dated 26.01.2021 issued at Aden Port and 

he was also shown Cargo Declaration submitted under the IGM wherein the 

departure date from Aden is mentioned as 18.01.2021. On being asked in this 

regard, he inter alia agreed that the Port Clearance Certificate dated 26.01.2021 

issued at Aden is fake and fabricated. Further, Shri Ahinder Haldar was shown the 

Name change Registry of the said vessel wherein the date of the Registry is 

30.09.2021 which means the current name of the vessel i.e. Sea Golden came into 

existence on 30.09.2021. However the name of the vessel Sea Golden was already 

mentioned on the PC dated 26.01.2021 which was issued before the date of Registry 

i.e. 30.09.2021. In this regard. he inter alia agreed that the Port Clearance Certificate 

dated 26.01.2021 issued at Aden is fake and fabricated. He also agreed that the 

documents of the vessel MT SEA GOLDEN are manipulated and fabricated. 

Further, on being asked about the Voyage/Journey of the vessel, Shri Ahinder 

Haldar told that they heaved up anchor on 05.11.2021 in SHARJAH and dropped 

anchor at OPL. Karachi on 21.11.2021 and received 26.95 MTs of Diesel and some 

provisions at OPL Karachi and heaved up anchor in morning of 24.11.2021 from 

OPL Karachi and reached at Diu on 28.11.2021. Further, on being asked about the 

erasing of the embossed IMO No. of the vessel and about writing the current IMO 

No. with paint, Shri Ahinder Haider agreed that some tampering has been done with 

the IMO No. of the vessel and the tempering with the IMO No. may have been done 

with the intention of hiding the original IMO No. of the vessel. 

11. Further, on being about the activities performed by the vessel at 

Karachi OPL, Shri Ahinder Haldar stated that they received 26.95 MTs of Diesel Oil 

and some provisions at Karachi OPL. He stated that out of 26.95 MTs of Deisel Oil. 

8.652 MTs is remaining on the vessel and they have not declared the origin of this 

Diesel Oil in the IGM. Therefore. It appears that the last Port Clearance Certificate 

submitted under IGM is fake and fabricated and some tampering has done with the 
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original IMO No. of the vessel. Also the Pakistan origin of the bunkers received at 

Karachi OPL was suppressed to evade the Customs Duty leviable © 200%. 

12. During the course of investigation, statement of Shri Pradeep Kumar 

Bansal was recorded on 15.12.2021. Shri Pradeep Kumar Bansal was shown the 

Last Port Clearance Certificate No. 24 dated 26.01.2021 issued at Aden Port to the 

vessel MT Sea Golden. wherein, he stated that on seeing the date of the PC it 

seems that the date has been altered by overwriting on the original PC date and the 

GRT and NRT mentioned In the last PC of vessel MT Sea Golden actually are of 

some other vessel and the name of the vessel mentioned on the PC is Sea Golden 

and it is under PANAMA Colors. Further, Shri Pradeep Kumar Bansal was shown 

the Name change Registry of the said vessel wherein the date of the Registry is 

30.09.2021 which means the current name of the vessel i.e. Sea Golden came into 

existence on 30.09.2021. However the name of the vessel Sea Golden was already 

mentioned on the PC dated 26.01.2021 which was issued before the date of Registry 

i.e. 30.09.2021. Also the Registry dated 30.09.2021 was issued under Flag SAO 

TOME and the Flag Color in the last PC is mentioned as PANAMA. In this regard, he 

agreed that this is not correct and is not legal as per the provisions of law, it appears 

to him that the PC dated 26.01.2021 is fake and fabricated. 

12.1 Further, Shri Pradeep Kumar Bansal was shown the Cargo 

Declaration of the vessel MT Sea Golden wherein the departure date from Aden is 

mentioned as 18.01.2021 however the date of last PC issued at Aden is 26.01.2021 

In this regard. on being asked, he agreed that in the Cargo Declaration the departure 

date from Men is mentioned as 18.01.2021 and the date of last PC issued at Aden 

is 26.01.2021 and he also stated that it appears to him that the PC dated 26.01.2021 

is fake and fabricated as the last two digits of the date are overwritten.He also 

agreed that it appears to him that the particulars of the vessel MT Sea Golden in the 

documents submitted by their agency on behalf of M/s. United Maritime Services 

LLC. Dubai are manipulated and fabricated. Further, he was shown the file having 

page no. 01 to 355 containing some old documents taken from the vessel MT Sea 

Golden wherein there are many supply invoices having stamp of the vessel on which 

the name of the vessel is mentioned as MT Sea Golden, however the IMO No. is 
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mentioned "8820119 which is of some other vessel. Shri Pradeep Kumar Bansal 

agreed that there are many supply invoices having stamp of the vessel on which the 

name of the vessel is mentioned as MT Sea Golden, however the IMO No. is 

mentioned "8820119". In this regard. on being asked. Shri Pradeep Kumar Bansal 

agreed that this is wrong and is not legal as per the provisions of the law. 

12.2 Further, he was shown a copy of statement of Shri Ahindra Haldar. 

Master of the vessel MT SEA GOLDEN, in which in Ans. to Q. No. 11, he told that 

they had dropped anchor at OPL, Karachi on 21.11.2021 and received 26.95 Mrs of 

Diesel and some provisions at OPL Karachi and at present as per the Survey Report 

and Declaration of the master of the vessel, total 8.652 MTs of Diesel Oil is 

remaining on the vessel. In this regard. he agreed that as per the Survey Report and 

Declaration of the master of the vessel, total 8.652 MTs of Diesel Oil is remaining on 

the vessel and they had not declared the origin of the Diesel Oil in IGM filed by them 

13 Therefore, it appears that the last Port Clearance Certificate 

submitted under IGM is fake and fabricated and some tampering has been done with 

the original IMO No. of the vessel. Also the Pakistan origin of the bunkers received at 

Karachi OPL was suppressed to evade the Customs Duty leviable @ 200%. 

14 For further investigation, the officers of Customs (Prey), HQ, 

Jamnagar again boarded the vessel on 18.12.2021. During the investigation, it was 

observed that some digits of another IMO No. were visible underneath the currently 

painted IMO No. of the vessel on both side of the Bridge Room. Therefore, the upper 

layer of the paint was removed by a scrapper in presence of the Master of the vessel 

and two independent panchas and the whole proceedings were recorded under 

panchana dated 18.12.2021. After removing the upper layer of the paint, it was 

observed that another IMO No. "8820119" appeared underneath the currently 

painted IMO No. 9036313. The same exercise was done at the front side of the 

accommodation of the vessel and similarly another IMO No. "8820119 appeared 

underneath the currently painted IMO No. 
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15. In view of the above, further statement of Shri AhinderHaldar was 

recorded on 18.12.2021, He was shown a copy of Panchnama dated 18.12.2021 

and he agreed that in order to ascertain the hidden numerical digits underneath the 

currently painted IMO No., scrapper was used to remove the upper layer of the paint 

by which the current IMO NO. 9036313 is written in presence of him and two 

independent panchas and after removing the upper layer of the paint IMO No. 

-8820119*appeared on both sides of the Bridge Room. He again agreed that 

tampering has been done with the IMO No. of the vessel. He further told that this 

type of tampering with IMO No. is done to hide the original identity of the vessel and 

for use in illegal activities. Further, on being asked he agreed that the newly 

emerged IMO No. i.e. 8820119 on both side of the Bridge Room and at the front side 

of the Accommodation of the vessel is the same to that of some another vessel 

named MT Coral declared under Prior IGM No. P- 2298012 dated 30.11.2021, also 

anchored at Bhavnagar. He further agreed that the IMO No. of the vessel MT Sea 

Golden has been camouflaged, thereby resulting into mis-declaration in customs 

documents. 

16. Based on the facts revealed during the course of investigation, it 

appears that the documents submitted under IGM dated 30.11.2021 are fake and 

fabricated as the date of the Port Clearance Certificate appears to be altered to 

26.01.2019 by overwriting and also the details mentioned viz, name of the Captain & 

Vessel in existence on 26.01.2021, GRT/NRT and Flag Color are not matching with 

the other documents submitted under the IGM 

17. It appeared that tampering has been done with the IMO No. of the 

vessel as the originally embossed IMO No. of the vessel has been erased and the 

current declared IMO No. of the vessel is written with paint. Further after removal of 

the upper layer of the currently painted IMO No. 9036313, another IMO No. 

-8820119" appeared on both side of the Bridge room and at the front side of the 

Accommodation of the vessel. Also in the file, containing some old documents, taken 

from the vessel, there are many supply invoices having stamp of the vessel on which 

the name of the vessel is mentioned as MT Sea Golden, however the IMO No. is 

mentioned '8820119' which is the same as appeared on both side of the Bridge 
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room and at the front side of the Accommodation of the vessel after removal of the 

upper layer of the paint. It appears that this tampering with the IMO No. has been 

donewith the intention of hiding the original identity of the vessel, resulting into mis-

declaration of the vessel in the documents submitted before the customs authorities. 

18. Further, the origin of the Diesel Oil received at Karachi OPL was not 

declared under the IGM. therefore, It appeared that the origin of the bunkers 

received at Karachi OPL was suppressed with the intention to evade the Customs 

Duty leviable @200% on all the commodities of Pakistan Origin. 

19. In view of the above, there was a reason to believe that the subject 

vessel has been mis-declared in IGM and Customs documents as Vessel MT Sea 

Golden with IMO No. 9036313 and it are in contravention of the provisions of the 

Customs Act, 1962. Therefore, the said vessel was liable for confiscation under 

Sections 111(0 of the Customs Act, 1962, hence the vessel along with all its 

accessories and goods having approximate value of Rs. 19,98,61,704/- approx.) 

(Rupees Nineteen Crores Ninety Eight Lakhs Sixty One Thousand SevenHundred 

and Four Only) was placed under seizure vide seizure memo dated 18.12.2021. 

20 Further, the all the seized goods, as stated above, have been 

handed over for safe custody to M/s. Trans Tide Shipping Agency, Bhavnagar, under 

Suparatnama dated 18.12.202. 

21. Consequent to the seizure, Shri Rajiv Kumar, the authorized 

representative of the owner of the vessel, appeared before the customs authorities to 

represent the view of the owner i.e. M/s. United Maritime Services LLC, UAE. 

22. Statement of Shri Rajiv Kumar was recorded on 28.12.2021 under 

section 108 of the Customs Act, 1962 Shri Rajiv Kumar was shown the Last Port 

Clearance Certificate No. 24 dated 26.01.2021 issued at Aden Port to the vessel MT 

SEA GOLDEN, wherein, he inter alia agreed to the discrepancies regarding the 

details mentioned viz, name of the Captain & Vessel in existence on 26.01.2021, 

GRT/NRT and Flag Color. Further, he was shown the list of last 11 Ports of Call 
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Declaration of the vessel Sea Golden wherein the departure date from ADEN is 

mentioned as 18.01.2021 however the PC date from ADEN is 26.01.2021. In this 

regard, he inter afia agreed that the Port Clearance Certificate dated 26.01.2021 

issued at Aden is fake and fabricated. Further, he was shown the Name change 

Registry of the said vessel wherein the date of the Registry is 30.09.2021 which 

means the current name of the vessel i.e. Sea Golden came into existence on 

30.09.2021. However the name of the vessel Sea Golden was already mentioned on 

the PC dated 26.01.2021 which was issued before the date of Registry i.e. 

30.09.2021. In this regard, he inter alia agreed that the Port Clearance Certificate 

dated 26.01.2021 issued at Aden is fake and fabricated. 

22.1 Further, on being asked that the documents of the vessel are 

manipulated and are fake and fabricated and by whom these documents are 

manipulated and for what purpose, Shri Rajiv Kumar agreed that he documents of 

the vessel are manipulated and are fake and fabricated. He further stated that the 

said vessel was lying at Sharjah OPL from 11.02.2021 to 11.11.2021 and the earlier 

port clearance was not available, hence to save extra financial charge in obtaining 

port clearance from Sharjah port, this fake Port Clearance Certificate was used. 

Further, on being shown the documents found on the vessel MT Sea Golden which 

are of the date prior to 30.09.2021 and on these documents stamps are there in 

which the name of the vessel is mentioned as 'Sea Golden and IMO No. is 

mentioned as "8820119" and GRT/NRT is mentioned as 4595/2645 which pertain to 

some other vessel MT Coral, Shri Rajiv Kumar agreed to this and stated that they 

have plyed the vessel using name Sea Golden and IMO No. 8820119, GRT/NRT of 

their sister vessel MT Coral. 

22.2 Further, regarding the erasing of the embossed IMO No. on the 

vessel Shri Rajiv Kumar stated that the tempering with the IMO No. may have been 

done with the intention of hiding the original IMO No. of the vessel.Further. regarding 

appearing of another IMO No. "8820119" underneath the currently painted IMO No, 

after removing the upper layer of the paint on both side of the Bridge Room and on 

the front side of the accommodation of the vessel, Shri Rajiv stated that due to war 

situation in Yemen for some time the vessel Sea Golden was plying with the IMO No 
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'8820119" which was the IMO No. of the another sister vessel MT Coral of the 

company. Further, on being asked about the tampering done with the IMO No. of 

vessel and by whom this tempering with IMO No. was done and for what purpose, 

Shri Rajiv Kumar agreed that tampering has been done with the IMO No. of vessel 

and he assured that the vessel Sea golden is the same vessel which is declared in 

the IGM and in support of this he produced the copy of Llyods report. He further 

stated that this tampering with the IMO No. was done with the intention of financial 

gain by way of sale purchase of petroleum products from Yemen to Somalia and he 

further assured that no offence in this regard is committed into Indian Territory. 

22.3 Further, on being shown the picture of one of the engine plate of the 

vessel wherein the Engine type mentioned is 6L35MC whereas the Engine type 

mentioned on the Loading Manual of the vessel is 6L50MC, Shri Rajiv inter alia 

agreed to this discrepancy. Further, on being shown the details received from the 

DAIHATSU Diesel Singapore, wherein the ownership History, in March-2016, M/s. 

United Maritime Services LLC, UAE was the registered owner of the vessel, however 

as per the Bill of Sale produced by Shd Rajiv Kumar. the said vessel was purchased 

on 21.02.2019 by Ws. United Maritime Services LLC, UAE, Shri Rajiv Kumar stated 

that an internal transfer was done in 2016 but it was taken back because before 

2016 Bank was the owner and Bank was paid from United Maritime Services 

Account. Again it was transferred to United Maritime Agency in 2019. 

22.4 Further, Shri Rajiv Kumar was shown a copy of statement dated 

14 12.2021 of Shri AhindraHaldar, Master of the vessel, in which in Ans. to O. No. 

11, he told that they had dropped anchor at OPL, Karachi on 21.11.2021 and 

received 26.95 MTs of Diesel and some provisions at OPL Karachi and at present as 

per the Survey Report and Declaration of the master of the vessel Sea Golden, total 

8.652 MTs of Diesel Oil is remaining on the vessel In this regard. on being asked 

that why the origin of the Diesel Oil was not declared in the IGM dated 30.11.2012, 

Shri Rajiv Kumar, accepted their mistake and stated that they are ready to pay all the 

applicable customs duty and penalty imposed by the customs. Further, in the end 

Shri Rajiv Kumar stated that their only offence in respect of this vessel is the use of 

two IMO Nos. which is mis-declared before Customs authorities and for this lapse 
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they are ready to pay fine and penalty which will be imposed by the authority taking 

lenient view. 

23. Further, an email dated 17.12.2021was received from the 

DAIHATSU Diesel. Singapore, manufacturer of Diesel Engine found on board of the 

vessel Sea Golden and they have replied that DL616193 was installed on the vessel 

Sea Golden (IMO 9036313). Further M/s Pinnacle Marine Services Pvt Ltd. 

Bhavnagar in his Survey report No. BHV/4746-N21 dated 08.12.2021 confirmed the 

LDT of the vessel as 2830.07 MT equivalent to 2785.51 LT. 

24. The original identity of the vessel has been hidden by tampering with 

the IMO No of the vessel and the same has been mis-declared by submitting fake 

and fabricated documents under the IGM dated 30.11.2021. Hence, it appeared that 

by mis-declaring/ tamperingof the IMO Number of thevessel, the owner has rendered 

the vessel alongwith all its accessories and goods having approximate value of Rs. 

19,98,61,704/-(Rupees Nineteen Crores Ninety Eight Lakhs Sixty One Thousand 

SevenHundred and Four Only), liable for confiscation under Section 111(f) of the 

Customs Act, 1962.The owner of the vessel is also liable for penalty under Section 

112 of the Customs Act. 1962. 

25. By not declaring/Suppressing the origin of the Diesel Oil received at 

Karachi OPL. total 8.652 MTs of Diesel Oil is remaining on the vessel valued at Rs. 

4,56.702/- is also liable for confiscation under Section 111(f) of the Customs Act, 

1962. The Owner of the vessel is also tried to evade customs duty of Rs. 12.78,930/-

which becomes liable to be recovered from them under Section 28(4) of the customs 

Act 1962 . Further the said vessel has used as conveyance for transportation of the 

offending goods and therefore same is liable for confiscation under Section 115 of 

the Customs Act.1962 and thereby rendered themselves liable for penalty under 

Section 114A of the Customs Act, 1962. 

26. Therefore, M/s. United Maritime Services LLC, UAE(through the 

Master of the Vessel MT SEA GOLDEN, (IMO No. 9036313), anchored at 

Bhavnagar Anchorage) vide F.No V111/10-10/ADC/O&A/2021-22 dated 07.01.2022 
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called upon to show cause to the Additional Commissioner of Customs (Prey), 

Jamnagar as to why:-

The vessel MT Sea Golden (IMO No. 9036313), valued at Rs. 

19,98,61,704/-(Rupees Nineteen Crores Ninety Eight Lakhs Sixty One 

Thousand SevenHundred and Four Only)seized under Seizure Memo 

dated 18.12.2021, should not be confiscated under the provisions of 

Section 111(f) and 115 of the Customs Act. 1962. 

ii. 8.652 MTs of Diesel Oil remaining on the vessel Sea Golden, valued at 

Rs. 4,56,7021- should not be confiscated under Section 111(f) of the 

Customs Act, 1962. 

The Duty amountingRs. 12,78,930/- (as per Annexure-A to SCN) on the 

8.652 MTs of Diesel Oil of Pakistan Origin should not be recovered under 

Section 28(4) of the Customs Act.1962. 

iv. Penalty under Section 114A of the Customs Act, 1962 should not be 

imposed upon them. 

v Penalty under Section 112 of the Customs Act, 1962 should not be 

imposed upon them. 

DEFENCE: 

27. With reference to the Show Cause Notice No. VIII/10-

10/ADC/O&A/2021-22 dated 07.01.2022, the Onwer of the vessel vide their letter 

reference No. Sea GolderVSCN/JAN dated 10.01.2022 submitted, in respect of 

vessel MT Sea Golden that they humbly submit that the vessel namely MT Sea 

Golden IMO 9036313 anchored at Bhavnagar Anchorage, is the same vessel as 

declared in the prior IGM dated 30.11.2021. Therefore, there is no mis-declaration in 

respect of the said vessel that regarding, appearing of a new IMO "8820119" below 

the current IMO no. of the vessel, they submit that they admit that this vessel Sea 

Golden was operated with the IMO NO. '8820119" for some time with the intention of 

financial gain by way of sale purchase of petroleum products from Yemen to Somalia 

and also save the vessel as well as life of the crew in war affected Yemen; that the 

Page 14 of 21 

CUS/79/2022-Adjn-O/o Commr-Cus-Prev-Jamnagar
1786977/2022/Adjn-O/o Commr-Cus-Prev-Jamnagar

455/466



IMO No. "8820119- is of one other vessel of their company named MT Coral. 

Further, this tampering with the IMO NO. was done to hide the original identity of the 

vessel for safety of the vessel during the war situation in Yemen that they assure 

that no offence in this regard is committed into Indian Territory: that In this regard, 

they admit their mistake of using two IMO Nos. which is mis-declared before 

Customs authorities: that for this lapse they are ready to pay fine and penalty which 

will be imposed by the authority taking lenient view. 

27.1 They further submitted that they agree that the last port clearance 

certificate submitted by them under IGM is fake and fabricated. In this regard, they 

submit that that this vessel was lying at Sharjah OPL from 11 02.2021 to 11.11.2021 

and the earlier port clearance was not available and to save extra financial charges 

in obtaining the port clearance from Sharjah port, this fake Port clearance is used. 

However, they assure that the vessel Sea golden is the same vessel which is 

declared in the IGM and the original identity of the vessel can be verified from the 

LDT mentioned in the approved Loading manual of the vessel and as already 

verified under the Surveyor Report dated 08.12.2021 submitted under the !GM: that 

in this regard, they admit their mistake and they are ready to pay all the penalties to 

be imposed on them by the customs authorities. 

27.2 Further they submitted that regarding, the 8.652 MTs of the Diesel 

Oil left over on the vessel, they admit that the Pakistani origin of the Diesel Oil is not 

declared by them under the IGM. In this regard, they admit their mistake and they 

have already paid customs duty of Rs. 12,78,930/- and Penalty of Rs. 1,91,840/-

(@15%) (Total Rs. 14,70,770/) vide TR-8 Challan No. MISC/SBY/48/21-22 dated 

28.12.2021 under Section 28(5) of the Customs Act,1962: that they request to 

conclude the proceeding of the case under Section 28(6) of the Customs Act, 1962, 

regarding the vessel MT Sea Golden. 

27.3. In the view of the above they requested that they have made all the 

submissions in respect of the case and they do not want personal hearing in the 

matter; that they are facing financial losses as the consignment is live; that they have 

fully cooperated in the investigation and case against them is technical nature the 
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case may be adjudicated at the earliest taking lenient view after imposing minimum 

fine/penalty please 

Discussion and Findings: 

28. I have carefully gone through the entire case records, defense letter reference 

no. SEA Golden/SeN/JAN dated 10.01.2022 filed in the matter. I observe that the 

owner of the vessel has specifically waived the requirement of personal hearing in 

the matter vide their said letter dated 10.01.2022 and had also requested to 

adjudicate the case in the matter, at the earliest as the consignment is live and they 

are facing financial losses. Therefore. I proceed to decide the case based on the 

documents available on records. 

29. I find that the limited issue to be decided in the case on hand is that whether 

the contravention of the provisions of section 111(f) of the Customs Act, 1962, has 

been committed or otherwise, in the import of the vessel for breaking purpose 

alongwith the quantity of Bunkers contained therein onboard and whether 

subsequently, penalty is imposable under section 112 and 114A of the Customs Act. 

1962. 

30. I observe that the IGM (Import General Manifest) dated 30.11.2021 filed with 

the department declared the import of the vessel named MT SEA GOLDEN with the 

IMO No. 9036313. I further observe that based on the intelligence of the department, 

the statements of the crew members of the vessel were recorded under section 108 

of the Customs Act, 1962. Further, during the course of investigation, it was revealed 

that the IMO no. of the vessel was found to be tempered and the correct IMO no. 

was not declared to the Customs while filing of the IGM. In this regard, I find that the 

International Maritime Organization (IMO) number is a unique identifier for ships, 

registered ship owners and management companies. It is permanently marked on 

the hull of the vessel. It is a unique seven-digit vessel number the company issues to 

each vessel, preceded by the letters IMO, it stays with it until it is scrapped and 

never changes. regardless of the ship's owner, country of registration or name. Thus, 

I find that the IMO no. of the vessel is utmost important in identifying the particular 
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vessel. I also find that the vessel is itself a goods in the case on hand, as the same 

has been imported for demolition at Ship Breaking Yard, Alang. 

30.1 I observe from the statements dated 14.12.2021 and 18.12.2021. tendered by 

Shri Ahinder Haldar, the Master of the vessel, statement dated 15.12.2021 tendered 

by Shri Pradeep Kumar Bansal, Partner of the Agent of the vessel alongwith 

statement dated 28.12.2021 of Shri Rajiv Kumar, Authorized Representative of the 

owner of the vessel, being all key persons related to the vessel all have accepted 

that the IMO no. of the vessel has been tempered. I find that all the above 

statements were recorded under the provisions of section 108 of the Customs Act, 

1962 having evidential value and the same have not been retracted. I also further 

observe from incidents as narrated in the Panchnama dated 18.12.2021 that it also 

supports the contention on the above said key persons that the IMO no, of the vessel 

was tempered, which is the indispensable feature of the vessel. I further find that the 

owners of the vessel vide their letter dated 10.01.2022 had also accepted that the 

embossed IMO no. readable as 8820119 belongs to another vessel named CORAL 

and they had changed the IMO and name of the vessel with the intention of financial 

gain. I also find that a file having page no. alto 355 containing some old documents 

which was recovered from the vessel, contains many supply invoices having stamp 

of the vessel as MT SEA GOLDEN with IMO No. 8820119 belonging to some other 

vessel. 

30.2 I find that as per the proceedings recorded under Panchnama dated 

18.12.2021, the IMO no. 8820119 was recovered beneath the painted IMO No. 

9036313 on the vessel and none of the persons have objected it. I also find that all 

the key persons related to the vessel have also confirmed that they had changed the 

IMO No. of the vessel with an intention of financial gain. 

30.3 I further find that the owner of the vessel vide their letter dated 10.01.2022 

had also accepted their mistake of using two different IMO No's' which has been 

mis-declared before the Customs Authorities. Thus, ongoing through the various 

statements of the key persons related to the vessel and facts as available on records 

viz. Panchnama dated 10.01.2022 alongwith owners letter dated 10.01.2022, I am of 
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the considered opinion and hold that the IMO no. of the vessel has been mis-

declared to the Customs Department. 

31. I find that the Master of the vessel had also not declared the KARACHI OPL in 

the list of last Ports of Call submitted to the Customs Authorities, where they 

anchored for almost three days i.e. from 21.11.2021 to 24.11.2021, as confirmed by 

Shri Ahinder Haldar, the Master of the vessel in his Statement dated 14.12.2021 

deposed under section 108 of the Customs Act. 1962. As per Statement dated 

13.12.2021 of Shri Ajitkumar Sannasi, Third Officer of the vessel and statement 

dated 14.12.2021 of Shri Ahinder Haldar, the Master of the vessel, it has been 

accepted that as they were running shortage of provisions and drinking water, they 

dropped anchors i.e anchored at KARACHI OPL. and received some provisions and 

26.95 MT of Diesel Oil. I observe that Shri Ahinder Haldar, the Master of the vessel. 

in his statement dated 14.12.2021 had confirmed that out of 26.95 MT of Diesel Oil 

received at Karachi OPL. 8.652 MT of Diesel is remaining on Board, which has not 

been declared in the IGM. However, the owners of the vessel vide their letter dated 

10.01.2022 had intimated that they had paid the applicable duty of customs 

alongwith penalty on the said quantity of Diesel lying on Board vide TR-8 Challan 

No. MISC/SBY/48/21-22 dated 28.12.2021. I observe that total Rs. 14,70.770/- (Rs. 

12,78,930/- as customs duty and Rs. 1.91,840/- as 15 % penalty) has been paid by 

the owner of the vessel. In view of above, since, the said quantity of 8.652 MT of 

Diesel oil valued at Rs. 4,56,702/-, onboard the vessel was not declared to the 

Customs Authorities upon importation of it in India, apart from leviable to duty of 

customs, I hold that the same is also liable for confiscation under Section 111(f) of 

the Customs Act, 1962 alongwith penalty under section 112 of the Customs Act, 

1962. I further order for appropriation of the total amount of Rs. 14.70,770/- paid by 

the owner of the vessel against the said liability of payment of Customs duty and 

penalty. 

32. I further observe that the last Port Clearance No. 24 dated 26.01.2021 issued 

at Aden to the vessel and submitted alongwith IGM to the Customs Authorities, 

indicated the name of the Master as 'Assem Nawaz" and vessel name as "SEA 

GOLDEN" under Panama colors. In this regard. I further observe that vide 
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statements dated 14.12.2021 of Shri Surender Singh, Cook of the Vessel, Shri 

Rajesh Kumar Sigh, Trainee OS and Shri Ahinder Haldar, Master of Vessel, 

accepted that under the Cargo Declaration submitted under IGM, the departure date 

of vessel from Aden is mentioned as 18.01.2021, whereas the Port Clearance was 

issued on 26.01.2021. Also all the above said persons accepted in their individual 

statements that Shri Assem Nawaz never boarded the vessel in their presence 

inspite of their long stay on vessel. Further, I also observe from the last registry 

dated 30.09.2021 of the vessel, the current name of the vessel i.e. SEA GOLDEN 

came into existence on 30.09.2021 under the Flag Soa Tome. Thus, it clearly 

indicated that the last Port Clearance produced/ submitted by the vessel was 

fake/tempered. I further hold that in this regard, Shri Surender Singh, Cook of the 

Vessel, Shri Rajesh Kumar Sigh, Trainee OS and Shri Ahinder Haldar, Master of 

Vessel, vide their individual statements all dated 14.12.2021 had accepted that the 

last Port Clearance Certificate of the vessel submitted under IGM is fake and 

fabricated. Thus, I hold that the incorrect information of the imported goods was 

provided in the import manifest leading to liable for confiscation of vessel under 

section 111(f) of the Customs Act, 1962 and consequently liable for penalty under 

section 112(a)(i) of the Customs Act, 1962. 

33. Thus, in view of the above discussions and facts available on record, I am of 

the considered view that since the particulars of the vessel have been mis-declared 

to the Customs authorities upon its importation in India and therefore, the same is 

liable for confiscation under section 111(f) of the Customs Act, 1962 and 

subsequently, the owners of the vessel are liable to penalty under section 112(a)(i) 

of the Customs Act, 1962. I also conclude that the quantity of 8.652 MT diesel on 

board has not been declared in the IGM and thus tried to evade the duty incidence 

and therefore, the same is also liable for confiscation under the provisions of Section 

111(f) of the Customs Act,1962 and this act of evading duty incidence also rendered 

the owner of the vessel liable for penalty under the provisions of Section 114A of the 

Customs Act,1962. 

34. In view of above discussion and findings, I pass the following Order: 
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ORDER 

(i) I order for confiscation of vessel MT Sea Golden (IMO No. 9036313), 

valued at Rs. 19,98,61,704/- (Rupees Nineteen Crores Ninety Eight Lakhs 

Sixty One Thousand SevenHundred and Four Only) seized under Seizure 

Memo dated 18.12.2021, under the provisions of Section 111 (f) & 115 of 

the Customs Act, 1962. However, I offer the same for redemption under 

the provisions of Section 125(2) upon payment of a fine of Rs. 25,00,000/-

(Rupees twenty five lakhs only) which shall be in addition to any duty or 

charges payable. Further, as per provisions of Section 125(3) if option of 

payment of fine is not exercised within 120 days from the date of this order 

the same shall become void; and 

(ii) I order for confiscation of 8.652 MTs of Diesel Oil remaining on the vessel 

Sea Golden, valued at Rs. 4.56,702/- under Section 111(f) of the Customs 

Act, 1962. However, I offer the same for redemption under the provisions 

of Section 125(2) upon payment of a fine of Rs. 50,000/- (Rupees fifty 

thousand only) which shall be in addition to any duty or charges payable. 

Further, as per provisions of Section 125(3) if option of payment of fine is 

not exercised within 120 days from the date of this order the same shall 

become void; and 

(iii) I impose a penalty of Rs. 12,78,930/- (Rupees twelve lakh, seventy eight 

thousand, nine hundred and thirty only) upon M/s. United Maritime 

Services LLC, UAE, Owner of the Vessel MT Sea Golden (MO No. 

9036313) under Section 114A of the Customs Act, 1962, and 

(iv) I impose a penalty of Rs. 15,00,000/- (Rupees fifteen lakhs only) upon 

M/s. United Maritime Services LLC, UAE, Owner of the Vessel MT Sea 

Golden (IMO No. 9036313) under Section 112(a)(i) of the Customs Act. 

1962. 
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This order is issued without prejudice to any other action that may be 

taken against the Noticee or any other person under the Customs Act, 1962 or any 

other law for the time being in force. 

F. No. VI11/10-10/ADC/08A/2021-22 

Date. 13.01.2022 

BY Speed Post A.D./E-mail: 

To 

S. Chauhan) 
Additional Commissioner 

Customs (Preventive) Commissionerate 
Jamnagar 

1 M/s. United Maritime Services LLC. UAE, throughShri AhinderHaldar, Master 
of the Vessel MT SEA GOLDEN, (IMO No. 9036313), anchored at 
Bhavnagar Anchorage. 

Copy to: 

1. The Pr. Commissioner of Customs (Prey), Customs (Preventive), Jamnagar-
361001 

2. The Deputy Commissioner (Prey), Customs(P), Hqrs.Jamnagar. 

3. The Deputy Commissioner (System). Customs(P), Hqrs Jamnagar. 

4. The Deputy Commissioner (Recovery). Customs(P), Hqrs.Jamnagar. 

5. The Deputy Commissioner (RRA), Customs(P), Hqrs.Jamnagar. 

6. The Deputy Commissioner, Customs Division, Bhavnagar. 

7. Guard File. 

ceheti 611-c- On (4,

io-4-te-'ex- lei. 0) .2,0 2- 2—

pr-7, ,,<4J",09 
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'31r2-°  
(M. S. Chauhan) 

Additional Commissioner 

1/505554,2022 

#1-9-rAlc-co 3th (01 c“,1 
tl=z17 311T c1;14-14 3Tt- f-q. T14114 '1\r1c1")t u114-1-141 61* , 

\119-1,H (vkld) - 361 001 

Office of the Commissioner of Customs (Preventive) 

Beside Jamnagar Chamber of Commerce and Industries. 
Rajkot Jamnagar Highway, Jamnagar (Gujarat) 361 001 

tka' :commr-custimr@nic.in; adj-custjmr©nic.in  

F. No. VIII/10-10/ADC/O&A/2021-22 Date: 
25.02.2022 

CORRIGENDUM 

This is in reference to the Order-in-Original No. 08/Additional Commissioner/2021-
22 dated 13.01.2022 issued by the Additional Commissioner, Customs (Preventive), 
Jamnagar, in the case of M/s United Marine Services LLC, UAE through Shri Siddhartt.  
Sandeep Dhapre, Master of the vessel MT SEA GOLDEN (IMO —9036313) at Bhavnagar. 

In the above referred Order-in-Original, the following para may be inserted after 
para 34 (i) in the Order portion: 

"(i)(a) I confirm the demand of Rs. 12,78,930/-(Rupees twelve lakh, seventy 
eight thousand, nine hundred and thirty only) (details as per Annexure — A to 
the Show Cause Notice dated 07.01.2022) on the 8.652 MTs of Diesel Oil of 
Pakistan Origin under Section 28(4) of the Customs Act, 1962; 

(b) As the owner of the vessel i.e. M/s United Maritime Services LLC, UAE, had 
paid the amount of Rs. 12,78,930/-(Rupees twelve lakh, seventy eight 
thousand, nine hundred and thirty only), I order the same to be appropriated 
against the said demand at para 34(i)(a);" 

Copy by Email: 
M/s United Maritime Services LLC, UAE, 
Through Master of Vessel MT SEA GOLDEN 

Copy to: 

1. The Principal Commissioner of Customs (Preventive), Jamnagar. 

2. The Deputy Commissioner, Customs (Preventive), Jamnagar. 

3. The Deputy Commissioner, Systems, Customs (Preventive), 
Jamnagar. 

4. The Deputy Commissioner, Recovery, Customs (Preventive), 

Jamnagar. 
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1/505554/2022 

5. The Deputy Commissioner, RRA, Customs (Preventive), Jamnagar. 
6. The Deputy Commissioner, Customs Division, Bhavnagar. 
7. Guard File. 
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